
ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE 
 

 
 

Studying English Language will help you to engage with spoken and written language, allow you to explore 

texts, words and images and learn how to express opinions, form independent views and challenge ideas 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

UNIT ASSESSMENT AREAS OF STUDY 
Unit 1: 
Writing for Purpose and Audience and 
Reading to Access Non-Fiction and Media 
Texts 

This unit is assessed in a written examination 
lasting 1 hour45 minutes, which is worth 30 
percent of the overall GCSE qualification. 

 
Unit 2: 
Speaking and Listening 

 
You will complete an individual presentation and 
interaction, a discussion and a role play. 
This unit is assessed in three controlled 
assessment tasks worth20 percent of the overall 
GCSE qualification. 

Unit 3: 
Studying Spoken and 
Written Language 

 
You will study the impact of spoken language and 
demonstrate knowledge of characters, themes 
and genres in literary texts. 
This unit is assessed in two controlled 
assessment tasks worth 20 percent of the overall 
GCSE qualification. 

Unit 4: 
Personal or Creative Writing and Reading 
Literary and 
Non-Fiction Texts 

 
You will engage with writing and reading tasks 
based on non-fiction texts. 
This unit is assessed in a written examination 
lasting 1 hour 45 minutes, which is worth 30 
percent of the overall GCSE qualification. 
 

  ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE  

 
English Literature enhances your ability to be critical and analytical. It opens 
up your mind and imagination, helping you to think independently and 
increase your knowledge and understanding of a variety of literature. 
The course will develop your ability to write accurately and clearly. You will learn 
to research, plan and prepare your responses using your own ideas and interests. 
You will discover how to be creative when explaining themes, characters, settings and their influences 
through social, cultural and historical situations. 
 
 

 



WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

UNIT ASSESSMENT AREAS OF STUDY 
Unit 1: 
The Study of Prose 
You will sit an examination  
lasting 1 hour 45 minutes. 
Section A: one question (closed book) 
Section B: one question 
This unit is worth 30 percent. 

Section A: Novel 
You will study, explore and respond to a modern 
novel, demonstrating your knowledge and 
understanding of the text. 
Section B: Unseen Prose 
You will learn to analyse and evaluate an unseen 
nineteenth-century prose extract. 

Unit 2:  
The Study of Drama and Poetry 
You will sit an examination  
lasting 2 hours. 
Section A: one question (open book) 
Section B: one question (open book) 
This unit is worth 50 percent. 

 
Section A: Drama 
You will study, explore and respond to a play by a 
modern dramatist, demonstrating your 
knowledge and understanding of the script.  
Section B: Poetry 
You will study, explore and respond to a 
collection of poems  

Unit 3: 
The Study of Shakespeare 
You will complete a controlled assessment task 
lasting 2 hours. This will be one extended writing 
task marked by your teacher and moderated by 
us. 
This task is worth 20 percent. 

You will study, explore and respond to a 
Shakespeare play, demonstrating your 
knowledge and understanding of the work. This 
is an extended writing task based on a theme. 

 

WHAT CAN I DO WITH A QUALIFICATION IN 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE and LITERATURE?

 
Both subjects develop the use of written and face-to-face communication, as well as your ability to 
research, understand and respond to ideas. You can apply these skills in any field!  Good GCSEs in 
English and Literature will take you far in a really wide range of  careers.  You might consider a career 
in the Army, Navy or Air Force or you might wish to pursue further study at University  or 
employment in the media industry including print, online, TV and radio.  English will give you access 
to a wide range of careers and is the core requirement for many options.  
Journalism or publishing are other possible routes that English Literature can lead to, for example 
editorial, proofreading and correcting books before they go to print. A job in advertising, public 
relations, digital media or the press is also an option with a qualification in English Literature.  
With further study, teaching is another profession open to you, or you could work for an arts 
organisation trying to secure funding or publishing material for a museum or a gallery. You could also 
go into sectors like law, business, social work or even politics. Good grades in English and Literature 
are highly profitable in securing the interest of University or employers.  



 


